


Weipa  on the far north-west coast of Cape York 
Peninsula is a great birding location with access to a 
variety of habitats. There are coastal dunes, wetlands, 
mangroves, patches of vine forest, gallery forests along 
the major rivers as well as the tall open Darwin 
Stringybark forests of the Weipa plateau.  

 

 A highlight of visiting Weipa is the only known 
mainland roost of frigatebirds. Large numbers of both 
Great and Lesser Frigatebirds roost on the western 
Weipa peninsula. Many come down to roost after 
sunset, just on dark, along the main road into town 
between the port facilities and Evans Landing. Visitors 
also come to Weipa to see Spotted Whistling Ducks and 
Cape York specialities like Magnificent Riflebird. Local 
Stringybark forests are a refuge for the disappearing 
black-backed form of the Brown Treecreeper. 

 

 There are no national parks or public nature reserves in 
the vicinity of Weipa. Outside the township of Weipa, 
all land is either on mining lease or Aboriginal land.  

 
Numbers for access information and permits: 

 

Weipa Town Authority (07) 4030 9400 
Napranum Council (07) 4069 9477 

Mapoon Council (07) 4090 9124 
Aurukun Shire Council (07) 4060 6800 

 
Information including maps can be downloaded from 

the Weipa Visitor Centre website 
www.weipavisitorcentre.com/ 

 but the Centre buildings are currently closed. 
 

Note: in the Wet season (Dec-Mar) Weipa is accessible 
only by air or sea. 

INFORMATION 

Location 
 

 12o37’48”S   141o52’43”E (AUS 84) 

WHO ARE WE? 

 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our wild 
birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 

PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 
Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 

Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 
 

For more about North Queensland birds, 
birding  and bird conservation visit our website     

 
www.birdsaustralianq.org/ 

Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 
is a regional group of the national organisation Birds 
Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union, 
RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest Australian 
society concerned with national and international 
bird study and conservation.  

 

The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr north 
to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the Northern 
Territory border. Area representatives are based in 
Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton Tableland, 
Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 

Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 
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