


Redden Island is situated in the Cairns suburb of Machans 
Beach, just north of Cairns International Airport. About 68ha 
of Redden Island is owned by the Cairns Port Authority. 
Surrounded by the Barron River, Redden Creek and the Coral 
Sea, it contains a high diversity of habitats in a relatively small 
area and attracts a large number of bird species. 

 

Waders (shorebirds) are mainly found at the mouth of the  
Barron River on the sandbars and are best viewed on an 
incoming tide. At higher tide they move to the opposite bank 
of the river, on Casuarina Point.  Other bird species may be 
found by following the various walking tracks around the 
island. The Great-billed Heron and Little Kingfisher may be 
sighted on Redden Creek, but the Mangrove Robin is harder 
to find along the Barron River opposite the airport.  

 

Migrants (Sept-April) include Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, Pied 
Imperial Pigeon, Oriental Cuckoo, Dollarbird and most 
waders. The Red-winged Parrot is unusual on the coast and 
the Great Bowerbird was the first sighting in Cairns. 

 

Access and Facilities 
 

Vehicle access is via the Marshall St bridge over Redden 
Creek to Redden Island, and Cinderella St which leads to the 
Barron River mouth. Walking tracks traverse most habitats 
and are accessed via 3 pedestrian gates along Cinderella St. 

 

Bring suitable walking shoes and insect repellent 

INFORMATION WHO ARE WE? 
Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 

 is a regional group of the national organisation 
Birds Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest 
Australian society concerned with national and 
international bird study and conservation.  

 
The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr 
north to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the 
Northern Territory border. Area representatives are 
based in Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton 
Tableland, Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 
Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our 
wild birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralianq.org 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding  

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org/ 
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