


 

Mt Surprise  is a small historic railway and mining town 
located on the edge of the Undara Lava fields, at the 
gateway to north Queensland’s Gulf Savannah. The region 
supports grazing, mining and tourism and most rainfall 
(776mm a year) occurs Dec-March. 
 

Birds on this list are found in varied habitats within 5km 
of town - eucalypt woodland, melaleuca, vine thickets, 
local gardens and dams, and along creeks; plus the 
O'Brien's Gemfields about 40km NW of town: a hilly, 
rugged granite area with large boulders. Other wildlife 
includes many macropods (kangaroos and relatives), 
especially Rufous Bettongs. 
 

Mt Surprise has a store, a hotel and a van park with 
units and camping. Apart from birdwatching, activities 
include gem fossicking, lapidary workshop, 
bushwalking, historical displays and the Savannahlander 
Outback Train. Note: in the Gulf Country facilities can 
be remote and visitors should be well-prepared. 
 

More information 
www.bedrockvillage.com.au 

www.mtsurprisegems.com.au 
www.gulf-savannah.com.au 

INFORMATION 

From Ravenshoe follow the Kennedy Hway west 
through Mt Garnet to the 40-Mile Scrub (see BANQ 
Brochure No. 16). 3km past the southern Scrub 
boundary the Kennedy Hway diverges south (left) to 
The Lynd and south-west (right) to Undara, Mt 
Surprise, Georgetown and the Gulf. Mt Surprise is 
56km from the turnoff. 

 18o04’48” S   144o11’24”E (GDA94) 
 

171 km SW of Ravenshoe 

Location 

WHO ARE WE? 
Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 

 is a regional group of the national organisation 
Birds Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest 
Australian society concerned with national and 
international bird study and conservation.  

 
The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr 
north to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the 
Northern Territory border. Area representatives are 
based in Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton 
Tableland, Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 
Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our wild 
birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding  

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org 
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