


WHO ARE WE? 
Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 

 is a regional group of the national organisation 
Birds Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest 
Australian society concerned with national and 
international bird study and conservation.  

 
The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr 
north to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the 
Northern Territory border. Area representatives are 
based in Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton 
Tableland, Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 
Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our wild 
birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding  

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org 

Mount Isa, in NW Queensland on the Leichhardt River, is 
surrounded by rugged hills covered in spinifex and open 
snappy gum woodland. Over 245 bird species including  
Spinifexbird, Painted Finch and Black-tailed Treecreeper  
have been recorded within 60 km. Kalkadoon Grasswrens 
are common on spinifex-covered hillsides and Carpentarian 
Grasswrens can be found at a few localities, but Grasswrens 
avoid recently burnt areas. Waterholes are frequent and 
attract many birds. Larger wetlands and storages may have 
significant numbers of water and shorebirds. Other 
common fauna include Purple-necked Rock-wallaby, Agile 
Wallaby, Euro and Freshwater Crocodile. 

  

Key birdwatching areas 
 

Waterbirds: Lake Moondarra, Clem Walton Park, Mount Isa 
Sewage Works. Kalkadoon Grasswrens: Mica Creek, 6 km 
from the CBD on the Dajarra Rd. Carpentarian Grasswrens: 
try McNamara's Rd 70km from Mount Isa, head N for 7-15km 
(Sybella Creek) and search the spinifex. 

 

Mount Isa Tourist Information Centre 
 

19 Marian St  Mount Isa  (07) 4749 1555 
www.mountisa.biz/tourism/index.php (pdf maps for 

download) and www.outbackatisa.com.au 

INFORMATION 

Location and Facilities 

Facilities 
 

Mount Isa is a cosmopolitan city combining an outback 
location with extensive shopping, accommodation and 
cultural venues. It is the centre of major zinc, lead, silver and 
copper mining operations. Bookings are advisable for tours 
and accommodation. Ask the Information Centre about track 
condition and vehicles/equipment needed to access birding 
sites, which may be remote from services and assistance. 

20o43’31”S  139o29’50”E (GDA 94) 
 

885 km W of Townsville 
 

150 km E of the Northern Territory border 
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