


Lake Barrine  is a 104ha maar, or volcanic lake formed 
by a steam explosion. It is 65m deep and filled by rain 
falling in the surrounding rainforest crater.  

 

The lake, crater and adjoining rainforest (total area 
491ha) are reserved as the Lake Barrine section of 
Crater Lakes National Park, included in the Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Area. Toohey Creek flows out to the 
east and where it exits the Park, a planted tree corridor 
on private farmland connects Barrine with extensive 
rainforest to the east. A severe tropical cyclone struck 
the region in March 2006, seriously damaging parts of 
the rainforest canopy and forest edges at Lake Barrine. 

 

There are over 100 bird species including ten Wet 
Tropics endemics, plus eels, saw-shelled turtles, pythons 
and a Wet Tropics endemic mammal, the Musky Rat-
Kangaroo. 

 

Facilities  Picnic shelter, tables, toilets. Boat tours 
operate from the privately-owned Teahouse, with gift 
shop and a small Wet Tropics display. A 5.7km circuit 
walk around the Lake is asphalted, with boardwalks in 
some sections. Ten minutes into the walk, are the 
famous Twin Kauris. 

INFORMATION 

Location 
 

 17o15’S   145o38’E (GDA 94) 
 

9km NE of Yungaburra 
 

61km SW of Cairns via the Gillies Highway 

WHO ARE WE? 
Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 

 is a regional group of the national organisation 
Birds Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest 
Australian society concerned with national and 
international bird study and conservation.  

 
The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr 
north to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the 
Northern Territory border. Area representatives are 
based in Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton 
Tableland, Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 
Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our 
wild birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding  

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org/ 
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