


Hasties Swamp is an important remnant of the once 
extensive Nyleta Wetlands, now mainly cleared.  

 

Aquatic habitats include open water, reeds, muddy edges 
and sedgeland: their proportions change as the swamp 
follows its annual cycle of wet and dry. The surrounding 
woodland contains patches of wet eucalypt and rainforest, 
linking Hasties Swamp with larger forests nearby. The 
varied habitat attracts a wide range of resident and migrant 
birds. Birding highlights can include large numbers of 
waterfowl, roosting Sarus Cranes (winter - Dry season) and 
occasional rarities. Around 57 ha of the Swamp is 
protected as National Park.  
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Location 
 

 17o17’17.5”S   145o28’29.8”E (AUS 84) 
 

3km S of Atherton 

WHO ARE WE? 
Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 

is a regional group of the national organisation Birds 
Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union, 
RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest Australian 
society concerned with national and international 
bird study and conservation.  

 
The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr north 
to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the Northern 
Territory border. Area representatives are based in 
Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton Tableland, 
Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 
Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan. 
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

← Facilities note on inside pages 

From Atherton 
drive south along 
Herberton Road.  
 
Cross the railway 
line at Platypus 
Park and Railco 
Station, pass the 
Chinese Temple, 
continue 1.8 km 
then turn left into 
Hastie Rd.  
 
Recross the rail 
line, turn right 
into Koci Road 
(gravel), continue 
1.3 km to the Bird 
Hide. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our wild 
birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding  

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org/ 
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