


The Cairns foreshore, with its Esplanade boardwalk 
and viewing platforms, is only minutes from the CBD.  
 

The  Esplanade is acclaimed worldwide as a migratory 
wader (shorebird) observation site. Nowhere else in the 
world can these birds be seen at such close range and in 
comfort, within a major city. Thousands of international 
birdwatchers visit each year and occasional rarities bring 
an influx of keen birders from across Australia.  
 

A visit during August to March-April will find over 20 
species of long distance migrants, plus resident 
shorebirds, probing in the mud for the valuable food 
resource. Some migrants stay all year, mainly first and 
second year birds. Best views along the Cairns mudflats 
are on an incoming or outgoing tide and tide tables are 
available at tourist outlets. 
 

Migratory shorebirds are threatened by degradation of 
key stopover sites. As a signatory to  international 
shorebird conservation agreements Australia works 
closely with other countries along the Flyway to identify 
and reduce threats, including mudflat reclamation and 
pollution. 
 

Within Trinity Bay waders are subjected to disturbance 
by hovercraft, jet-skis, helicopters, dogs and people. 
Along the Esplanade, BANQ and other groups have 
worked with the City Council to promote birdwatching 
and try and to minimise impacts of development on the 
shorebirds: so far, this seems to have been successful.   
 

BANQ activities on the Cairns foreshore include wader 
surveys (with other groups) and the annual “Wave the 
Waders Goodbye” each March - details on our website.  
 
Cairns City Council has recognised the importance of 
the shorebirds in signage and posters. Hopefully, we can 
ensure this unique and valuable foreshore environment 
is preserved for future generations of birds and people.  

INFORMATION WHO ARE WE? 
Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 

is a regional group of the national organisation Birds 
Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union, 
RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest Australian 
society concerned with national and international 
bird study and conservation.  

 

The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr north 
to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the Northern 
Territory border. Area representatives are based in 
Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton Tableland, 
Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 

Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our wild 
birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding 

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org/ 
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