


Atherton  is the centre of an important agricultural 
district relying mainly on basalt volcanic soils, close to 
the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. A surprising 
range of birdlife can be seen within the Township in 
remnants of eucalypt woodland, rare dry “Mabi” 
rainforest, street trees and private gardens. Most of 
the rainforest is along Prior’s and Mazlin Creeks and 
on Halloran’s Hill, an extinct volcanic crater.  

 

Halloran’s Hill Conservation Park covers 25.4ha and 
has over 100 bird species and mammals such as Red-
legged Pademelon. National Park field staff have 
replanted degraded rainforest sections and use fire to 
protect the eucalypt woodland from invading weeds 
and rainforest. 

INFORMATION 

Location and Facilities 

WHO ARE WE? 

 17o15’49”S   145o28’41”E (GDA 94) 
 

84km SW of Cairns via the Gillies Highway 
 

100km SW of Cairns via Kuranda and Kennedy Highway 

Birds Australia North Queensland (BANQ) 
 is a regional group of the national organisation 
Birds Australia (Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, RAOU), formed in 1901 - the oldest 
Australian society concerned with national and 
international bird study and conservation.  

 
The BANQ area covers Queensland from Ayr 
north to the Torres Strait Islands and west to the 
Northern Territory border. Area representatives are 
based in Townsville, Mount Isa, Cairns, Atherton 
Tableland, Mossman/ Daintree, and Cape York.   

 
Members receive a quarterly newsletter Contact Call 
and enjoy Australia’s best bird magazine Wingspan.  
Regular field trips and campouts cater for all levels 
of expertise from beginner to professional and 
emphasise fun as well as worthwhile projects. 

‘Birding with a purpose’ 
 

Have a real impact on the conservation of our 
wild birds and their habitats. Contact us ... 

 
PO Box 37, Belgian Gardens 

Townsville  Qld  4810 Australia 
Email   banq@birdsaustralia.com.au 

 
For more about North Queensland birds, birding  

and bird conservation visit our website     
 

www.birdsaustralianq.org/ 

Atherton Tableland Information Centre 
Cnr Silo Rd & Main St/Herberton Rd 

 

Ph. (07) 4091 4222 
www.athertonsc.qld.gov.au/ 

 

Atherton is a medium-sized town with extensive 
accommodation and shopping facilities. The Halloran’s 
Hill Conservation Park walking track (1.4km one-way) 
starts at the council picnic area in Maunds Rd near 
Prior’s Creek, with tables, BBQs, playground and toilets.  
 

The track continues up Halloran’s Hill, down into the 
crater, then uphill again to a lookout with displays and 
extensive views of the Tableland and  mountain ranges. 
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