
 

 

The Pied Imperial-Pigeon is a 

large plump pigeon, 38-44cm in 

length and with a 45 cm 

wingspan. It is entirely white or 

pale cream, apart from the black 

flight feathers, part of the tail and 

spots on the undertail coverts. 

The head can be brown, soiled 

by eating fruit. The flight of the 

pigeon is fast and direct, with the 

regular beats and an occasional 

sharp flick of the wings which are 

characteristic of pigeons in 

general. The male displays by 

flying up steeply, pausing, tipping 

forward and then gliding 

downwards.  

It builds an untidy stick nest in a 

tree, usually a coconut palm and 

lays a single white egg, which 

hatches within 26 to 28 days. 

The squab fledges after another 

three weeks.  

In Australia they breed between 

August and January in 

mangroves, vines, palm fronds on off-shore 

islands, such as the Brook Islands. In north-east 

Queensland, they migrate daily as flocks from the 

islands to the mainland rainforests to eat fruit, 

returning to the islands at dusk. This is an 

arboreal dove, feeding almost exclusively on fruit. 

It can swallow fruits with very large seeds, the 

latter being regurgitated or excreted whole, 

depending on size, after the pulp has been 

removed.  

The birds were once present in large colonies in 

Cairns, Australia. Edmund Banfield wrote in 1908 

that in Dunk Island "fully 100,000 come and go 

evening and morning", with flying colonies as 

wide as two miles. It was described by Dr Harry 

Frith in 1982 as "one of the great ornithological 

experiences of the tropics." The birds were 
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Slow, steady series of 'whoops'. This 

distinguishes the Superb Fruit -Dove 

from the Rose -Crowned Fruit -Dove.  

Did you know?  

Fruit -Doves are among the most 

important seed dispersers in 

Australian tropical and  

sub -tropical forests.  
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subject to mass slaughter in 

the 19th and early 20th 

centuries because they were 

thought of as pests or easy 

targets for recreational 

shooting. Populations dropped 

rapidly before conservation 

activists such as Margaret and 

Arthur Thorsborne led a 

campaign to protect them and 

monitor their numbers. This 

monitoring will continue as a 

BANQ project.  

The population is now slowly 

increasing because of their 

protected status in Australia, 

where there are now an 

estimated 30,000. The species 

remains locally fairly common 

in parts of its range, and is 

therefore considered to be of 

least concern by BirdLife 

International and IUCN.   Pied Imperial -Pigeon  

   photo courtesy of  Wet Tropics  
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In the world of Birds Australia, the biggest news to 
hand is the merger between Bird Observers and 
Conservation Australia and Birds Australia. Since 
the vote in May, which was overwhelmingly in favour 
of forming a single entity called BirdLife Australia, 
there has been a lot of activity behind the scenes to 
making this a reality in 2012. I recommend you keep 
abreast of the happenings on the BA website.  
http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/homepage -news/
dial -m-for -merger.html   
At a local level, the outcome of the merger will be the 
formation of two Birdlife Australia groups that cover 
the geographic areas around the Townsville region 
and the Northern Queensland region covering 
western, far northern, the Gulf and the Cape. The 
groups will be known as Birdlife Townsville and 
Birdlife Northern Queensland respectively. The 
committee of BANQ have decided to convene a final 
AGM for BANQ followed by a formation meeting for 
Birdlife Northern Queensland on the 21 April 2012 
in Yungaburra.  We will be electing a new committee 

and all positions will be vacated and up for 
nomination. We urge you to consider coming to this 
meeting and nominating for the committee or an 
office on the committee. There is a nomination form 
on the back of this newsletter and on the web site. 
Full details of this meeting will be in the next 
newsletter, on the web site and in e -news.  

BANQ has been operating in this vast region since 
1994. Over that time many people have been 
involved and all have done a wonderful job. You can 
catch up on some of this history in this issue of 
Contact Call, which is aptly named after our original 
logo, the Pied Imperial -Pigeon, as it will be the last 
BANQ newsletter. Alternatively, you can read all the 
past editions of Contact Call which can be accessed 
at http://www.birdsaustralianq.org/newsletter.htm  
The group has been involved in many successful 
projects and been responsible for spreading the 
knowledge of the local avi -fauna far and wide. 
Although there have been many people involved over 
the 17 years of our existence, one name stands out 
for his dedication and support over that time - Dr 
Graham Harrington, our foundation Convenor in 
1994. As we morph from BA to Birdlife Australia, on 
behalf of all BANQ members, I would like to thank 
Graham for his unmatched contribution to the 
Group. I would also like to thank everyone who has 
been involved with the group over its lifetime.  

Whatever changes come about through the merger 

process we must not loose sight of the fact that we 

are here to conserve and promote the cause of the 

birds.  

Happy birding  

Ivor Preston  

From the Convenor 

 
Some BANQ history is 

preserved by the addition to the 
website of all past issues of 

Contact Call 

www.birdsaustralianq.org  

mailto:banq@birdsaustralia.com.au
http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/homepage-news/dial-m-for-merger.html
http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/homepage-news/dial-m-for-merger.html
http://www.birdsaustralianq.org/newsletter.htm
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Project News  

PIP Report 
Pied Imperial -Pigeon Count  

26 November 2011  

A group of 26 dedicated PIP counters gathered in 

Mission Beach for our annual count. The weather 

had been doubtful in the days before with some 

large rain falls recorded in the area. However, we 

assembled under clear skies and were briefed by 

our able coordinator Trish Pontynen. We formed 

into four teams, ready to head out to our four sites 

at Garnerõs Beach, Bingal Bay, Wongaling Beach 

and South Mission Beach. Much of the talk was 

about the effect of Cyclone Yasi on the PIP 

population as we were on the section of coast where 

the eye of the cyclone crossed and caused massive 

        Photos courtesy of Ian Montgomery -  
www.birdway.com.au  

damage to both vegetation and buildings. Many of 

the PIPõs preferred food trees have been decimated 

and will take many years to return. After three 

hours of counting, the results confirmed our 

predictions as in total we only counted about 400 

PIPs. This is only about 10 -15% of the average 

count total in the past four years (see table).  At our 

gathering for dinner after the count, a number of 

dedicated volunteers decided 

to go further afield and count 

other beaches on the Sunday 

to see if the birds were 

present in better habitat. The 

results of this additional work 

were not to hand at the time 

of printing. Thanks to Trish 

Pontynen  for once again 

organizing this event and also the counters who as 

usual made this weekend a success. We all look 

forward to meeting again in November 2012.  

Ivor Preston  

PIP count results  

  South  

Mission  

Wongaling  Clump Point  Bingal Bay  Garners  Total  

2007   506   49   76  -   464  1095  

2008   198   24  205  746  1154  2327  

2009  1472  503   32   95  2238  4340  

2010   831  146  DNC 105    682  1764  

2011    39    38  DNC  169     86    332  
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Project News  

Black-throated Finch Report 

The Black -throated finch annual water hole 

count was conducted on 22 and 23 October 

2011 when 38 gallant observers watched 20 

waterholes in the Townsville region for 3 

hours each morning and recorded birds that 

came into drink. The Black -throated finch 

(cincta ) is listed as endangered under State 

and Federal law and the data produced by our 

surveys provides further evidence of the 

fragile state of these beautiful birds.  

Small flocks of up to 9 Black - throated Finches 

were recorded drinking at 3 of the waterholes. 

While other small flocks were recorded 

foraging close to 2 other water holes, these 

birds did not drink from the waterhole during 

the observation period.  

In total we recorded 54 BTF drinking events 

this year. While this is a 

slight 

improvement 

on the 

numbers 

for 2010, it 

falls well 

below the 200 -

300 drinking events 

recorded in 2008 and 2009. Clearly the finches have 

adequate water supplies without the need to return 

to the core waterholes.  

The Black -throated Finch Recovery Team (BTFRT) is 

currently assessing the results of the recent 

waterhole counts and incorporating some of the 

findings into the ongoing research projects being 

conducted by JCU and CSIRO.  

On behalf of the BTFRT, I would like to thank all 

those who gave up their valuable time over the 

weekend to support our count. We recognise it is a 

óbig askô to get out of bed before day break and sit 

by a waterhole for 3 hours waiting to count finches 

coming in for a drink.  

George Baker  

Secretary, BTFRT  

 

Photo courtesy of Ian Boyd  

Situated 1İ hours north of Cairns in Far North 

Queensland we offer a variety of accommodation options:-  
Self-contained units-single or two bedroom, bunkhouse,  

camping and powered caravan sites.  

The property is a rainforest wildlife sanctuary catering for 
birdwatchers and naturalists.  

We are central to a variety of habitats and  

provide bird species lists, area maps and library.  
Morning walks and evening spotlighting by arrangement.  

Special group packages  

and a local bird guide can be arranged. 

Keith & Lindsay Fisher 
RN6, Mt. Kooyong Road, Julatten, QLD 4871 
Ph: (07) 4094 1263 or Fax: (07) 4094 1466 

Email: sootyowl@bigpond.com 
Web Page: www.birdwatchers.com.au 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

.ƭŀŎƪ-ǘƘǊƻŀǘŜŘ CƛƴŎƘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ 

www.blackthroatedfinch.com 

http://www.blackthroatedfinch.com/
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Project News  

Carpentaria and Kalkadoon Grasswrens Report 
The Carpentarian Grasswren, Amytornis dorotheae, has a 

restricted range in rocky spinifex country along the border of 

north western Queensland and the Northern Territory. The 

Kalkadoon Grasswren, Amytornis ballarae, is found in similar 

habitat but only in north western Queensland around Mount 

Isa. Both species rely on spinifex for food and shelter. Grass 

fires are common in this area and the condition of the spinifex 

depends on its age since burning. Several Important Bird 

Areas (IBAs) have been established in this region to protect 

the grasswrens. 

Surveys 

BANQ carried out surveys, organised by Graham Harrington, 

in these IBAs in 2008 and 2009. The objective of these 

surveys was to find out how the density of grasswrens is 

affected by the age of the Spinifex.  

These surveys were undertaken as part of the IBAs Project. 

The Carpentarian Grasswren is the target species for three 

IBAs - Wollogorang in the NT, Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) 

National Park and Buckley River to the north of Mount Isa. 

Another survey on Carpentarian Grasswrens was carried out 

by BANQ under contract to the Queensland Department of 

Environment and Resource Management (DERM) at 

Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park in 2011.  

Results 

The Kalkadoon Grasswren was found to be relatively 

common within its restricted range. 

The Carpentarian Grasswren was found to be still widespread 

in Buckley River IBA but only in small numbers in 

Boodjamulla IBA. In the Northern Territory, its known 

distribution was enlarged but it is present only in very small 

numbers. The area near Borrolloola from which this species 

was first originally described no longer supports the species. 

As a result of the BANQ surveys of Kalkadoon and 

Carpentarian Grasswren habitat in 2008-9 the Carpentarian 

Grasswren is now classified as "Vulnerable" and the 

Kalkadoon as "Of Least Concern". In the Northern Territory 

the Carpentarian Grasswren is classified as "Endangered" 

with good reason. 

Final Report on 2011 Boodjamulla Survey 

DERM has given us permission to publish the report on the 

2011 Survey 

carried out on 

Carpentarian 

Grasswrens at 

Boodjamulla 

National Park. 

You can 

download the 

report  as a pdf 

file, from the 

BANQ website. 

Conclusions 

It is clear that the 

main threat to the 

species is 

inappropriate 

burning of the 

Spinifex habitat. 

The project has 

now entered the 

monitoring phase. The initial strategy is to prepare maps of 

burning over the last ten years and look at the difference in 

burning patterns in areas where they have done well and 

where they have disappeared. In this way we can construct 

an index of fire challenge to the species. There will be more 

field surveys when we have a better understanding of this 

relationship with fire. 

Graham Harrington   

Kalkadoon Grasswren (Amytornis ballarae )  
Photo courtesy of Ian Montgomery (Birway)  

Carpentarian Grasswren (Amytornis dorotheae )  

Photo courtesy of Ian Montgomery (Birway)  

http://www.birdsaustralianq.org/pdfs/boodjamulla_2011_final_report.pdf
http://www.birdsaustralianq.org/pdfs/boodjamulla_2011_final_report.pdf
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Australian Painted Snipe Bounces Back 

In 2010 the Birds Australia Atlas only received 11 records of the Australian 

Painted Snipe. But their situation seems to be improving. 

Birds Australia is running the APS recovery project as part of Threatened Bird 

Network; a major part of doing so involves databasing all sightings to try and 

get more of a hold on the ecology, habitat needs, threats and population size 

of the species. Among other things, this data has fed into a submission for the 

species to be upgraded Endangered on the EPBC listings.  

Weôve also just established a wetlands birds project using the Australasian 

Bittern and APS as flagship species which we aim to roll out nationally over the 

coming years. This obviously comes at a pertinent time, when rains across the 

nation have breathed new life into vast areas of previously drought stricken 

land. The resultant inundation of ephemeral wetlands has seen a spike in APS 

sightings over the last year with over 100 individuals being reported to the 

Atlas by September. We think weôll be seeing the benefits of the 

unprecedented season weôre having across the nation for a few years to come. 

This year is a true testament to the opportunistic nature of the species with 

winter records coming in from every state. Not only are they rewriting the book 

on their migratory ecology but continuous breeding throughout the year has us 

hoping that our listing gets approved before Painted Snipe populations 

explode! 

The APS certainly seems to be doing a lot better this year. There have been 

97 records on Eremea Birdline NSW alone in the last 365 days, compared to 

four the previous year and two the year before that. 

In Queensland there have been just 4 Birdline records this year. Eremea 

Birdline has a record of one at Townsville, two at Bowra Station and seven at 

the Normanton Conservation Park. One of our members was lucky to have one 

visit his property near Mareeba. 

In the picture above, the Australian Painted Snipe in defensive posture, on 

being approached by a marauding Dotteral (at Mareeba). 

                                                                 Chris Purnell & Dominic Chaplin 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Painted Snipe  

courtesy of Dominic Chaplin   www.pinecreekpictures.com.au  

If anyone finds an Australian Painted 

Snipe please help the recovery team 

and fill in the online survey found at: 

http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-

projects/australian-painted-snipe.html 



 

 

Georgetown 
At Georgetown we visited various locations, a small dam beside the road 

on the Newcastle Range, the 'River' just West of the Township, 

Cumberland Dam, Durham Dam, Georgetown Racecourse and the 

Georgetown Tip. 

At the small Dam and also at Cumberland Dam we recorded Restless 

Flycatchers. Some debate followed after the trip about these 

Flycatchers. Birds Australia follows the Christides & Boles bird list 

which only 

accepts the 

Restless 

Flycatcher 

(Myiagra 

inquieta) 

species. Other 

authors split 

this species 

into two with 

the 'Paperbark 

Flycatcher' (Myiagra nana) 

occurring in the West of 

Australia. The dividing line is 

pretty much at Georgetown. It 

is very difficult to separate the 

two on sight alone but we have 

since learned that the call of the 

birds at Georgetown matches 

that of the 'Paperbark 

Flycatcher'. 

At Cumberland Dam it is 

possible to record over 50 

species in an hour and here we 

found at least 60 species during 

our visit.  Here were a few 

Black-throated Finches and the eagle eyed Lourdes spotted one lone 

Masked Finch. But the most interesting finding here was of a calling Little 

Bronze-Cuckoo. This Cuckoo seemed to be way out of its usual habitat 

which is semi rainforest areas along the coast. Grey-fronted 

Honeyeaters, uncommon at Georgetown were also here. 

We were trying to find a Australian Bustard for Margaret and at Durham 

Dam one took off rapidly upon our arrival. A few new waterbirds and 

1-3 October, 2011   Cumberland Dam, Georgetown 
Participants: Grahame Snell, Margaret Adamson, Dominic Chaplin, Doug Herrington, 

John & Lourdes Frois, Virginia Simmonds, Ivor Preston, Karen Doyle, Beth Snewin, 

Elna Kerswell, Graham Anderson. 

Overview 

The annual BANQ outing to Mount Surprise and Georgetown is one of the 

highlights of the year. This year interstate birders travelled from as far afield 

as New South Wales 

and international 

visitors from as far 

as Northern Ireland 

to attend the outing. 

As ever it did not 

disappoint with 

around 125 species 

observed. The most 

unusual sighting was 

of a pair of Yellow 

Chats at 40 Mile 

Scrub by John & 

Lourdes Fois. They 

also recorded 

Spotted Bowerbird here, 

which is an Atlas range 

extension. 

For logistical reasons we 

divided into two groups. 

One group looked around 

Georgetown on the first day, 

then around Mt Surprise on 

the second. The other group 

did the reverse. We all met 

up at the Mt Surprise pub to 

compare notes. On the last 

day 40 Mile Scrub National 

Park was visited and a few 

people also went to the 

spectacular Minnamoolka station. 

Mount Surprise 
We stayed at the lovely Bedrock Village Park 

in Mount Surprise as we have done in 

previous outings. Galahs and Apostlebirds 

are plentiful and tame around the township. 

On heading North out from the Mount 

Surprise birdlife rapidly decreases to very 

little and our interstate visitor was probably 

starting to wonder why we were visiting this 

birdless habitat.  A few more Galahs and 

some Squatter Pigeons cheered us up and 

we did find a little more activity down by the 

river. But the main purpose of this excursion 

was to check out the old deserted airstrip. On the two previous BANQ visits 

we have recorded Banded Lapwings here. However this time the airstrip 

seemed deserted save for one Australian Pipit. Disappointed we drove a 

little further north seeing nothing more until John & Lourdes caught up with 

us gesticulating madly.  While we had been looking at the Pipit we failed to 

notice the seven Banded Lapwings behind us that Lourdes spotted on the 

other side of the road. 

Trip Report  

Mount Surprise / Georgetown / Minnamoolka Station / 40 Mile Scrub 
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others were here such as Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Black-winged Stilts, 

Varied Sitellas and a Brown Quail along with a few million Cow pats and a 

Dingo. It was rather hot out here in the middle of the day especially for a 

visitor from Northern Ireland. 

At the Georgetown Racecourse the group on the first day 

recorded Black-throated Finches and Horsefield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

but there was no sign of these on the second day. Horsefield's 

Bushlarks and Rainbow Bee-eaters were common here. 

No bird outing is complete without a trip to the local tip and here it 

was like an African Waterhole in the late evening sun with Agile 

Wallabies coming into drink. We finally got a good view of an 

Australian Bustard for Margaret. 

40 Mile Scrub National Park 
40 Mile Scrub is 

always an 

interesting place 

to stop to break 

up the trip to Mt 

Surprise. There is 

a small walking 

circuit which 

always holds a 

few rainforest 

species not found 

further inland. 

Figbirds, White-

browed 

Scrubwrens, 

Lewin's 

Honeyeaters and 

Fairy Gerygones are usually here. Some of us 

visited earlier in the day and didn't notice anything 

unusual apart from some strange calls along the 

track. John & Lourdes visited slightly later in the 

day. They found that the strange noises came from 

a Spotted Bowerbird. There are no Atlas records for 

this species here.  

Then even more amazingly they found a male and 

female Yellow Chat 

along the track. This 

is certainly a good 

range extension for 

this rare bird. On 

future trips we must 

arrange some sort of 

radio contact between 

our vehicles. 

Minnamoolka 

Station 
On the last day we all 

went our separate 

ways and four of us 

went on an 

exploratory trip to 

Minnamoolka Station. 

This Station is about 

70 km South of Mount 

Garnet. To get there 

you travel through largely birdless habitat until reaching the oasis of 

Minnamoolka Station. The feature of this station is their 3000 acre lily 

lagoon. We knew we were doing well when the first sighting was a herd of 

ten emus just 

inside the front 

gate. Approaching 

the lagoon we soon 

realised that it was 

full of thousands of 

waterbirds. All 

wetland species 

from Northern 

Queensland were 

here in abundance 

with birds 

stretching as far as 

the eye could see 

across the lagoon. 

Our kind hosts Lisa 

& Thomas Atkinson 

provided tea and scones before we went down to view the lagoon 

at closer range. In the trees behind us over 100 Nankeen Night-

Herons were roosting restlessly. A White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

patrolled the lagoon sending up hundreds of ducks and flocks of 

Cotton Pygmy-Geese. On every available perch were Darters and 

Cormorants with Glossy Ibis 

working the shoreline with 

Whiskered and Gull-billed Terns 

patrolling above the lilies. 

Conditions were obviously ideal 

here for the waterbirds. It was 

amazing to learn that the whole 

lagoon had been dry for seven 

years during the drought. We could 

have just sat there all day, but 

unfortunately after too short a time 

we had to head home. Hopefully 

we can have another BANQ visit 

next year and spent more time in 

this magical location. 

 

 

 

Images and text - 

Dominic Chaplin 

Trip Report  

Mount Surprise / Georgetown / Minnamoolka Station / 40 Mile Scrub 
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Members Corner  

Birdwatching to help prevent 
dementia  
Alzheimer's Australia Vic has announced the release 
of a special edition of a new eBook 'BirdWatching in 
My Back Yard' which promotes birdwatching as an 
activity for people with dementia, their carers and 
their families as a way to keep loved ones' minds 
both active and socially engaged.  

Alzheimer's Australia's national dementia risk 

reduction program, Mind your Mind, encourages 

people of all ages to remain physically, mentally and 

socially active throughout their lives as this may 

reduce the risk of developing dementia later in life. 

What better way than to go birdwatching?  

Merger News  
During October and early November a series of 
roadshows took place around the country, for 
Birds Australia and BOCA staff and Committees 
of our network of groups and branches. The 
roadshows unveiled the new BirdLife logo and 
visual identity, and provided information and an 
opportunity for discussion on how these will be 
applied by our network. Thereõs still a bit longer to 
wait until the new look goes public ñ when we 

become Birdlife Australia on 1 January 2012!  

Work continues on integration of our membership 
systems and other operations. Birds Australia and 
BOCA staff are working closely together and will 

soon be operating under one roof.  

For more updates look out in Wingspan or on our 

website.  

Thereôs something for 

everyoneðitôs definitely 

worth a look around the 

site. And remember to 

tell your friends about 

the Birds In Back Yards 

Program. Here the novice 

birder can find a wealth of 

information and make 

identification of many of 

our more common species. 

www.birdsinbackyards.net 

Birds Australia Best Photo of 2011 

Competition 

Are you Australiaôs best amateur 

bird photographer? Enter the Birds 

Australia Best Photo of 2011 

Competition to find out and go in 

the running to win fabulous prizes,  
www.birdsaustralia.com.au  

Check the  
BANQ website for  
updated information  

bird lists and calendar events 

www.birdsaustralianq.org  

Birds Australia Archive 
Project  
With a history as long as ours ñ Birds Australia 
has been protecting Australiaõs birds since 1901 
ñ our archives are sure to be a mine of historical 
treasures and Fiona Blandford has the enviable 
task of coordinating the digital cataloguing of its 

unique documents and materials.  

For example, there is material donated by the 
Waterhouse family, including photos and notes 
dating back to the 1870s, from such eminent 
ornithologists as Walter Lawry Waterhouse, Jack 
Waterhouse, Allen Keast, C.H.H. Jerrard (who 
took the last photos of the Paradise Parrot),  C.E. 
Bryant, A.J.Campbell  (a ôfounding fatherõ of the 

RAOU) and Alec Chisholm.  

Other boxes catalogued so far contain records 
from Brigadier Hugh Officer, tapes of Bill Oddieõs 
visit to Australia and unpublished manuscripts by 

Stephen Marchant and H.J. Frith.  

When cataloguing is complete in mid 2012, details 

will be published so that researchers can access 

this incredible resource.  

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/homepage-news/birds-australia-best-photo-of-2011-competition.html
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Notice  Board  

January  

�x�� 1 Welcome to BirdLife Australia everyone !!  

�x�� 15 Michaelmus Cay trip.  

 Contact: Dominic Chaplin 0419 028 077  

February  

�x�� 18 ~ Committee meeting .  

�x�� 1 - 14 ~ Shorebirds 2020 surveys.  See website for 

details.  

March  

�x�� 31 ~ Wave the Waders Goodbye , Cairns.  

Contact Alan Gillanders 0408 953 786  

April  

�x�� 21 ~ BANQ Final AGM and Birdlife Formation 

Meeting, Yungaburra . Full details in the March edition 

of the newsletter also via e -news and the website.  

May  

�x�� 5 - 7 ~ possible White Mountains NP �² tba.  

June  

�x�� Mungkan Kandju survey. Dates tba.  

Contact Alan Gillanders  

October  

�x�� 12 - 19 ~ Silver Plains campout. 20 year anniversary  

 

The BANQ website is regularly updated  

~ please check the website for the latest 

information, bird lists and events 

www.birdsaustral ianq.org  

Calendar of Events 
The Broome Bird Observatory is seeking Wardens and 
Assistant Wardens for 2012. If you think you might like 
to be a part of the bustling life at Broome Bird 
Observatory, then this opportunity might be right for 

you. Contact the BBO for details.  

Donõt forget to book now for your place on next yearõs 

ever-popular ôWave the Waders Goodbyeõ courses, which 

will be conducted on 19 ð24 March and also 3 ð8 April. 

Book now to avoid disappointment. For more details, 

contact the Broome Bird Observatory  

(08) 91935600, or visit the BBO website.  

Broome Bird Observatory 

Remember to check the  
Townsville Regional 

Bird Observers  
activities  

~  www.trboc.org.au  

Australiaôs 

Shorebirds need 

your help 
By donating to Birds Australia's 

Christmas Appeal, you will be 

directly supporting our 

conservation initiatives that 

work towards the conservation of birds such as our largest 

shorebird, the Eastern Curlew. With a population decline of 

50% in the past 30 years, this is one of many species that 

benefit from the work we do to monitor populations, identify 

key habitats along their migration route, and educate both 

public and governments alike on how we can preserve these 

remarkable creatures. 

Please help us to protect these vulnerable birds and the 

beaches and wetlands they call home. With your support we 

can take immediate action - by fencing their nest sights, 

erecting interpretive signs and coordinating educational 

workshops. 

 

Shorebirds 2020 Web App for 

iPhone, iPods and Androids 
The shorebirds 2020 Identification booklet is now 

available as an iPhone Application. It has been 

developed by Neil Shelley, one of our volunteers, to 

be made available for free to everyone interested in 

our migratory and resident shorebirds. 
Download the iPhone Web App that helps you 

identify and learn more about shorebirds http://

www.shorebirds.org.au/ 


